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The Parable of the Salmon

| was recently walking along a river in Ketchikan, Alaska, the "salmon capital of the
world." For about a mile, its limpid water affords a clear view of countless salmon
swimming upstream. They come to spawn -- traversing thousands of miles of ocean.
After they enter fresh-water rivers and streams, their throats swell shut. They will never
eat again, instead using their reserves for the battle ahead. I'd watched documentaries
on salmon and their rugged determination, but it was another thing to see them close
up. They struggle against the swift current, through the whitewater, their stamina phe-
nomenal indeed.

The farther along the river | walked (upstream), the more lean and ragged the fish were.
Their considerable resolve is great, and instinctive. However, at times they were making
no progress at all, and occasionally were even swept backward by the current. Yet they
pushed on, propelling themselves not only upstream but also up over the rocks and
small waterfalls.

Then, as | took in the agonizing salmonic struggle, | saw myself. It was a parable. Urging
people to take the Bible seriously and prioritize biblical training, challenging certain tra-
ditions, opposing the strong forces of pragmatism, relativism, nationalism, materialism
-- this is a herculean mission. In going against the flow, at times it feels like an awful lot
of effort to move forward only a few feet. 2009 has been a long year. Is it the economic
downturn? or turning 507 or all the questions, ideas, and problematic situations I'm
exposed to nearly every day? | don't know. At any rate, It's wearisome. | get low on fuel,
yet | try to keep going, to renew spiritual strength and resolve (Isaiah 40:31).

Of course not all salmon have the energy to keep going, and those who don't litter the
stream bed, a testimony to the difficulty of the journey. Yet even those who do make it to
their journey's end will then die. The fish decompose, but they enrich their environment,
taking their final place in the food chain, becoming nourishment for their young and
others creatures (bears etc). In death there is life.

Why do they do it? Why the tremendous exertion? Their goal is to reproduce, to contrib-
ute to the next generation. Similarlly, the teaching ministry aims to strengthen Christians
(Ephesians 4:11-16), yet is not always valued. The work may proceed slowly, and for
sure it is often against the current, but there is a a goal: to help men and women, believ-
ers and non-believers alike, to know the Lord through his Word. It's all about facilitating
fruitful and productive Bible study -- not just head knowledge, or information, but trans-
formation.

| don't feel sorry for the salmon, although their noble struggle is marked by pain and
pathos. But | do learn something from them: perseverance. No matter how hard the
battle, we must keep fighting. The burden of the teaching ministry is heavy, and it is
often lonely work. Yet if | can help disciples of Christ grow stronger, and influence outsid-
ers to the faith to make their decision for Christ, it's all worth it. (I'm always elated when
| hear about those baptized as a result of this ministry; recent encouragement has come
my way from such countries as far removed as Colombia and Bangladesh.) As Paul
mentioned, the ministry meant fruitful labor (Philippians 1:22). May it continue to be so.

-Douglas Jacoby
(douglasjacoby.com)



All Church Midweek & Special Benevolence

Contribution this Wednesday

Every first Wednesday of the month North River takes up a
benevolence contribution that goes to meet special needs in our
community and elsewhere. Our deacons of benevolence have
earmarked this month's contribution for two very compelling
needs. The recent severe flooding dramatically impacted the
home of Terrence & Debra Golden, disciples in our sister con-
gregation @ Cobb. Their home was severely damaged and
their cars totaled. Part of this contribution will be given to help
them as they recover from this disaster.

Many of our members also support an orphanage in Ethiopia
that takes care of over a 100 orphans. They are in danger this
month of losing their main compound and urgent efforts are
being made to keep this from happening. Our brother, Marius
Vorster, will be traveling there on October 12 to meet with the
small church there and attempt to help preserve the compound
for this great work. Our contribution Wednesday night will aid
this effort. Please pray for these needs everyday and ask God
to help us give generously.

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” James 1:27

Choir Rehearsal on October 7
Come join the choir on Wednesday night, October
7th, from 9pm-10pm. We'll be practicing music for the
following Sunday (October 11th) and brainstorming
ideas for Christmas. Everyone is welcome! If you
have any questions, contact Keith Kleine at
keithkleine@gmail.com

Alicia’s Bridal Shower Today
We would be pleased to have you join us for a bridal shower
honoring Alicia Keen today at the Family Learning Center.
Alicia and Ryan are registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond and
Target.

Dave Ramsey’s

Financial =z~

UNIVERSITY

North River will be having a new FPU class this fall! Please see
Jim Casazza to sign up! There will be a Preview Session on
Sunday, October 18 right after church. Classes will start on
Sunday, November 1st from 4-6pm! Please check the website
for more details!

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
9/13/09 650 $21,259
9/20/09 520 $16,040
9/27/09 691 $20,036

Contribution Goal - $18,500

PRAYER REQUESTS

Bob Mullen Update: | cannot find the words to express our
gratitude for the prayers and phone calls, during Bob's
extended illness. While he will have to be monitored closely
for awhile and he will have to take Cumaden, for the rest of
his life possibly, he is better and still with me, for which | am
very grateful. Thank you God!!! While awaiting the results of
his blood work, we were discussing our blessings, he is alive
and well, we have great health insurance, we live in our
dream home on the beautiful Cartecay River. Yes we are
blessed!!! | often sit on the deck, on the river and look down-
stream, at the trees as the leaves change color and the water
rippling over the rocks it reminds me of the scripture Be still
and know that | am God. Today | was still and gave thanks to
God. May he greatly bless each of you!
~Jean & Bob

Ed Youmans underwent a successful heart catheterization on
Wednesday and he is recovering at home this week. We
thank God for this tremendous North River servant.

Please pray for our sister congregation @ Cobb. There
building received extensive water damage during the recent
storms. Be sure to reach out and encourage our brothers and
sisters during these challenging times. North River has
offered to help in anyway we can.

Judi Duckworth’s mother passed away on Friday morning,
September 25. Let's continue to pray for Judi and her family
for their loss.

Marti Chiappetta’s mom broke her arm and wrist last week and
had surgery on Thursday. Please keep her in your prayers
and ask God that she recovers quickly and be pain free very
soon.

Mary Alice Adkins came home from the hospital on September
17 from a lung infection. She does have CF-related diabetes.
Thanks again for your support.

Priscilla Leigh, Michelle Dodd's mother, was admitted to the
hospital in Panama City Beach where the Dodd family is
supposed to be vacationing last week. She has lost use of
her legs suddenly. MRIs and brain scans are being done to
see what the issues are and a Neurosurgeon is being called
in. Please pray for Leigh and the Dodd family.

Flor Gonzales, mother of Denise Fenstermacher and Jessica
Hernandez, from Orlando is recovering from bypass surgery
on her legs. Please pray for a complete recovery.

Melissa Lefler's mom, Jeweleen Beck, is undergoing an inten-
sive series of chemotherapy treatments (4 hours each day)
because her cancer is progressing. Please pray for
Jeweleen's strength & for the effectiveness of the treatments

Chase Cooley, age 6, diagnosed with leukemia Aug. 13, is
battling a viral infection and has been at the ER. Please pray
that the antibiotics will bring his fever down. Once he feels
better, Chase, who is now being homeschooled, enjoys
having visitors (short visits only and call DeeDee at
770-575-0705 to see if he is up to it first). Please pray for the
entire Cooley family to have strength during this ordeal.

Please continue to pray for Katie Lapointe’s faith, encourage-
ment and complete recovery.

Please pray for the disciples in the Manilla, Phillippines. 2.3
million people in the the Phillipines were affected by Typhoon
Ondoy. Most of the 2,400 disciples in the Metro Manila
church are in immediate need of food and water. Please
continue to pray for the thousands of people in the Philippines
whose lives have been affected by the typhoons recently.
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